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Around 65 million years ago, a large number of plant and animal species on earth became extinct® in a relatively
short time, ( a ) the dinosaurs*. What exactly happened to them?

Scientists disagree about the causes. In fact, there are around 80 different theories attempting to explain what
happened. This question has divided scientists into two large camps: the gradualists and the catastrophists. (1)The
oradualists believe the extinction of the dinosaurs (b ) place over millions of vears. The catastrophists. ( @ ),

believe there was one single violent event—a catastrophe—that wiped out the dinosaurs in a very short time.
The catastrophist theory has become the explanation that has caught the public imagination, possibly because it

resembles the dramatic plot* of a disaster movie. In 1980, Luis Alvarez, a Nobel Prize-winning professor of physics at the
University of California, came up with the intriguing* theory that a giant meteorite* had smashed into the earth around
65 million years ago. He based his theory on the fact that a layer of the metal iridium* is present on the earth’s surface.
(2)The fact that iridium is rare on earth but abundant in meteorites suggests that this metal may have come from a
meteorite collision*. Eleven years later, the discovery of an enormous crater in Mexice seemed to support Alvarez’s theory.
Alvarez theorized that this massive impact created a giant dust cloud over the earth that blocked out the rays of the sun.
The lack of sunlight then killed the plants that the dinosaurs ate, and ( ¢ ), they starved to death over a roughly

ten-year period.

CGradualists, however, disagree. They believe that dinosaurs had been declining for millions of years ( d ) this
catastrophic event. Some believe that the iridium was deposited* on the earth’s surface by a series of massive volcanic
eruptions®, not by a meteorite. Others believe that Alvarez’s theory of a deadly dust cloud is wrong. They argue that
relatively recent volcanic eruptions have created large dust clouds, but these have not led to mass extinctions. Juan
Collar at University of South Carolina believes that the dinosaurs may have died of cancer. (3)He believes that collapsing
stars within 20 light vears of the earth may be responsible. When such stars collapse, they release particles* known as

neutrinos*. If enough of these particles pass through the earth at one time, some of them will collide with living tissue*

and affect its DNA, possibly causing cancerous tumors®.
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1. Some gradualists believe that large dust clouds from volcanic eruptions in recent history caused mass
extinctions of dinosaurs.

2. Lui Alvarez came up with his theory about the extinction of dinosaurs after the discovery of an enormous crater
in Mexico.
There is a consensus among scientists about the reason dinosaurs became extinct.

4)\ The discovery of the metal iridium on the earth’s surface played a key role in Alvarez’s theory.
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5. Meteorites striking the earth have led to the release of cancer-causing particles.
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With three different (1) ways of writing, the Japanese language may seem intimidating® to new students. It's true
that memorizing the most common kanji symbols and other scripts takes time and practice. But once you've mastered
them, you'll discover a means of written communication unlike anything you'll see in the English language. There are
three writing systems in Japanese, two phonetic and one symbolic, and all three are used in tandem?*.

Kanji is symbolic, or logographic*. It is the most common means of written communication in the Japanese language,

with more than 50,000 different symbols by some estimates. However, most Japanese can get by with using about 2,000

different kanji in everyday communication. (2)A single kanji character can have multiple meanings, dependin g on how it is
pronounced and the context in which it is used.

Hiragana and katakana are both phonetic (or syllabic). There are 46 basic characters in each. Hiragana is used
primarily to spell words that have Japanese roots or grammatical elements. Katakana is used to spell foreign and
technical words ("computer" is one example), or used for emphasis.

Western characters and words, sometimes called romaji, are also common in modern Japanese. Typically, these are
reserved for words derived from Western languages, especially English. The word "T-shirt" in Japanese, for example,
consists of a T and several katakana characters. Japanese advertising and media frequently use English words for
stylistic emphasis.

For everyday purposes, most writing contains kanji characters because it's the most efficient, expressive means of
communication. Complete sentences written only in hiragana and katakana would be extremely long and resemble a
jumble* of letters, not a full thought. But used in conjunction with kanji, the Japanese language becomes full of nuance*.
@ Kanji has its historical roots in Chinese writing. The word itself means "Chinese (or Han) characters." Early forms
were first used in Japan as early as A D. 800 and evolved slowly into the modern era, along with hiragana and katakana.
Following Japan's defeat in World War II, the government adopted a series of rules designed to simplify the most common
kanji characters to make them easier to learn.

Elementary school students have to learn about 1,000 characters. That number doubles by high school. Beginning
in the late 1900s, Japanese education officials have added more and more kanji to the curriculum. Because the language

has such deep historical roots, literally thousands more kanji have evolved over time and are still in use.
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He wears a T-shirt with the letters UCLA printed on it and she wears a white one with a Disney character such as
Mickey Mouse.
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(1) She always walks her dog along the beach, ( ) the sea view.

1. being enjoyed 2. enjoyed @joymg 4. to have enjoyed
(2) Iowe( )Iam today to my parents.

1. that 2. y\_r_h_.z;js 3. which 4. if
(3) Please feel ( ) to take a seat and enjoy the show.

1. freely 2. Iige, 3. freed 4. freedom
(4) He( ) his pencil down and listened to the teacher.

1@ 2.lied 3. lain 4. laid
(5) This is the way ( ) she learned French.

1. which 2. by which 3.\'1\,11 which 4. with which
(6) My illness made me ( ) the real meaning of health.

1. realize 2. realizing 3. ;ﬁeajif'ied 4. to realize
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He tried going to a fitness club, but ( ) (2&B)( YA ER)( ) ( ).
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